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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to the toolkit for ‘Love Doesn’t Control’; the Police Scotland domestic 

abuse campaign launching on 18 December 2015. With your help we can spread the 

message about the campaign to a much wider audience. 

This toolkit contains the following information which should help you support this 

campaign: 

 Information about the campaign 

 Key messages 

 Planned Communication 

 How you can help 

 Assets you can use 

 Information/ facts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS  

Ayush Kejriwal, Marketing Officer, Police Scotland  

T. 01786 896010  

E. marketingandcampaigns@scotland.pnn.police.uk 
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN 

The Home Office defines domestic abuse as:  

"Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, 

violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate 

partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality”. This can encompass 

but is not limited to the following types of abuse: 

• psychological 

• physical  

• sexual 

• financial 

• emotional 

The previous focus of Police Scotland campaigns has been to highlight the 

consequences for perpetrators if they get reported for being abusive towards their 

partners.  

This year the campaign will focus on raising awareness about coercive control. The 

campaign will communicate that physical, sexual, emotional and mental abuse is 

domestic abuse too and will encourage victims and by standers to come forward and 

report incidents. 
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AIM 

To raise awareness of coercive control highlighting it as a form of domestic abuse 

and encourage victims to come forward and report incidents. 

 

TARGET AUDIENCE 

The campaign’s aim is to increase awareness of domestic abuse and the part 

coercive control plays in it, therefore the target audience is very wide. The focus for 

Police Scotland is perpetrators. Perpetrators of domestic abuse are primarily male 

with female victim (80%). 

Although the focus for the campaign is perpetrators, victims will be supported also. 

Victims will be signposted to various partners and support agencies where 

appropriate support is available. 
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KEY MESSAGES 

The key message we want everyone to take away is: 

Emotional control is domestic abuse too. 

Message for the perpetrators: 

 If you have committed or are committing abuse (physical, sexual, 

emotional and mental) towards your partner it will not be tolerated and 

there will be consequences.  

 Time is running out and there is #NoHidingPlace. 

 Coercive control is a range of emotional and mental control and torture 

techniques used to abuse and control. 

 

Message for victims and bystanders: 

 Coercive control is a range of emotional and mental control and torture 

techniques used by perpetrators of domestic abuse to abuse and 

control their victims. 

 If your partner is being abusive towards you (physical, sexual, 

emotional or mental abuse) come forward and report it. We will 

thoroughly investigate and provide the necessary support to help you. 

 Police Scotland does not tolerate domestic abuse (physical, sexual, 

emotional and mental abuse) and reported incidents will be 

investigated thoroughly. 

 Support is available for all victims through our partners. 

 If you or someone else’s partner has a history of domestic abuse you 

now have the ‘Right to Ask’ to ask the police. 
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PLANNED COMMUNICATION  

All paid for communications methods have been chosen to best reach the target 

market and have been specifically chosen as the channels they are most engaged 

on and responsive to. This is based on research and insight from our media buying 

agency.  

Radio A 40 second radio advert on national and regional radio 

channels from 18 Dec 2015– 03 Jan 2016. 

Total Forth , Total Clyde, Total Tay, Total Northsound 

Moray Firth Radio, West Sound, Radio Borders, Eklipse, 

RockSport, TalkSPORT, Capital Scotland. 

 

 Digital Skyscrapers, banners, leader board adverts targeting males. 

Adverts will run on sites such as Auto-trader, Sky Sports, 

Digital Spy, Bet 365, Sound Cloud, LADbilble., 888.com etc. 

Washroom 

media  

 

A3 vinyl panels in washrooms targeting the perpetrators.  

4 weeks from 18 December 2015. 
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HOW CAN YOU HELP 

There are lots of ways you can help us spread the word about our campaign. 

Join us on social media 

There is a full social media plan with content you can share on your own social 

media channels. 

Take some content from our social media pack or follow us on social media and 

retweet or share on Facebook. 

We are using the hashtag #NoHidingPlace so if you are posting on the subject of 

domestic abuse please use the same hashtag and we can build some traction for the 

campaign. 

 

Media 

If you can, contact your local media or publishers of local magazines, newsletters or 

blogs and share the campaign with them and in particular your contribution and 

involvement. 
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ASSETS YOU CAN USE 

The following assets are available for your use across any of your communications 

channels.  

 

YouTube link - Radio advert  

A YouTube link with the radio advert will be sent to you on 18 December. Please feel 

free to share the advert thereafter on your website, social media pages and any 

internal networks you have. 

 

Digital Assets 

Downloadable digital products are available for use in your own communications 

channels. These are included in the full campaign toolkit. 

 Web banner 

 Social media banners 

 Social media imagery  

 

Print Materials 

Print materials are available for downloading and printing. High resolution files are 

available. Please feel free to download and use where you can. 

There are four different versions of the artwork to target perpetrators with two 

different calls to action. We have further segmented them into the following 

categories: 

- Male perpetrator, Female victims 

- Female perpetrator, Male victims 

- Male perpetrator, Male victims 

- Female perpetrator, Female victims 
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Forms of artwork available: 

 Posters 

 Pop - Up banners 

 Information booklet for victims and abusers 

 

Media release 

A Press release will be circulated to you on 18 December 2015. 

 

Quotes from Partners: 

There is a list of quotes from internal contacts and partners available for use in any 

of your communications channels. These quotes are available in the toolkit folder. 

 

Social Media Pack 

Some messaging for social media is available in the toolkit which we hope you can 

share. There are a few posts for Facebook and tweets for Twitter. Please help us 

widen our campaign reach by sharing our content on your channels.  
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / FACTS 

 

What Is Domestic Abuse? 

Domestic Abuse is any form of physical, sexual, mental or emotional abuse, which 

might amount to criminal conduct and which takes place within the context of a 

relationship. The relationship will be between partners (married, cohabiting, civil-

partnership, or otherwise) or ex-partners. The abuse can be committed in the home 

or elsewhere. 

 

Getting Help 

In an emergency, call 999 and ask for police or ambulance. A police officer will 

attend and speak with you in relation to the incident and investigate the matter 

thoroughly. 

 

In a non emergency situation, call 101 or alternatively visit the Police Scotland 

website, report crime portal 

www.scotland.police.uk 

 

Domestic Abuse Investigation Units 

Police Scotland treats Domestic Abuse as a very high priority and has dedicated 

Domestic Abuse Investigation Units working all over Scotland. 

 

The officers who work in the Domestic Abuse Investigation Units understand the 

seriousness of Domestic Abuse and can offer confidential support, information and 

practical help. They can: 
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• Provide information about what might happen at court 

• Provide information about the Criminal Justice System 

• Liaise with other agencies on your behalf 

• Provide victim safety measures and advice 

 

What is coercive control? 

Coercive control or ‘Intimate Terrorism’ is a term used by academics and activists to 

explain the range of tactics used by perpetrators of domestic abuse to abuse and 

control their victims. It’s a pattern of behavior which seeks to take away the victim’s 

liberty or freedom, to strip away their sense of self. It is not just a women’s bodily 

integrity which is violated but also their human rights. 

Coercive control is not always about violence, with violence being used (or not) 

alongside a range of other tactics – isolation, degradation, mind-games, and the 

micro-regulation of everyday life (monitoring phone calls, dress, food consumption, 

social activity etc.)  

 

The perpetrator creates a world in which the victim is constantly monitored and 

criticised; every move is checked against an unpredictable, ever-changing, 

unknowable ‘rule-book’. 

 

These rules are based on the perpetrator’s stereotyped view of how their partner 

should behave towards them, rules about how they cook, house-keep, parent, 

perform sexually and socialise. Experiencing coercive control is like being taken 

hostage; the victim becomes captive in an unreal world created by the 

partner/abuser, entrapped in a world of confusion, contradiction and fear. 
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Surveillance continues even when the perpetrator is not present (constant phone 

calls or texts, using children to report on movement etc.)  

 

Fear and confusion are central to coercive control; it is living in a world of moving 

goal-posts, shifting sand; it is like constantly walking on eggshells. It is a world of 

everyday terror. 

 

In this way, coercive control is not domestic purely in the sense that it occurs at 

home – it crosses social space: literally in that technology allows for surveillance 

wherever a victim is and metaphorically in that the victim becomes brainwashed, 

internalising the rules, adapting their behaviour to survive. Coercive control is the 

white noise against which victims play out their life; ever present, ever threatening.  

 

What is the Disclosure Scheme for Domestic Abuse Scotland?  

The Domestic Abuse Disclosure scheme is a formal mechanism to make inquiries 

about a partner if there is a concern they have been abusive in the past. The scheme 

aims to help a possible victim to make a more informed decision on whether to 

continue a relationship, and provides further help and support to assist people when 

making that choice.  

 

What is a disclosure?  

A disclosure under this scheme is the sharing of specific information about your 

partner with either you or a third person for the purposes of protecting you from 

domestic abuse.  
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Who can make an application?  

You can make an application about your partner if you have a concern they may 

harm you.  

 

Any concerned third party, such as your parent, relative, neighbour or friend can also 

make an application if they are concerned about you.  

 

How can you make an application?  

There are a number of different ways you can contact the police. You can  

- go ‘online’ to www.scotland.police.co.uk/righttoask  

- visit a police office  

- phone 101 the non emergency number for the police  

- speak to a member of the police on the street  

 

If you believe there is an immediate risk of harm to someone, or it is an emergency, 

you should always call 999.  

 

Who will receive any disclosure?  

If you make the application about your partner and there is relevant information to 

disclose, this will be disclosed to you.  

 

A third party person making an application would not ordinarily receive information 

about your partner. It may be more appropriate for someone else to receive the 

information, such as you, or a person in a position to protect you from the abuse. 
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Information will only be given to someone who is in a position to use the information 

to protect you from the abuse.  

 

A person’s previous convictions are treated as confidential and the information will 

only be disclosed if it is lawful and proportionate, and there is a pressing need to 

make the disclosure to prevent further crime.  

 

Does the DSDAS require new legislation?  

The DSDAS does not require new legislation. Any disclosures will be made within 

the existing legislative framework and in particular the Police and Fire Reform 

(Scotland) Act 2012, the Human Rights Act 1998, the Data Protection Act 1998 and 

relevant case law.  


